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Preface 


This  is  one  in  a  series  of  reports 
which  covers  the  activities  of  the 
Commissions,  Committees  and  ad 
ministrative  units  of  the  Lutheran 
World  Federation  in  the  period  be 
tween  the  1957  Minneapolis  As 
sembly  and  the  present  time.  These 
reports  are  being  sent  together  with 
a  number  of  other  documents  to  the 
official  participants  in  the  forth 
coming  Assembly  in  Helsinki,  in 
order  that  they  may  have  adequate 
information  about  our  work. 

Some  of  the  reports  describe  the 
studies  which  the  Commissions  have 
conducted;  some  are  submitted  as 
bases  for  study  and  use  in  the  church 
es.  This  applies  especially  to  those 
reports  which  come  from  our  Study 
Commissions.  These  groups  have  no 
administrative  unit;  their  members 
have  given  generously  of  their  own 
time  in  preparing  these  studies.  We 
are  very  grateful  to  them  for  this 
work. 


The  various  operational  Commis 
sions,  Committees  and  Departments 
of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation 
present  six-year  reports  prepared  by 
the  heads  of  the  administrative  units. 
These  documents  tell  the  story  of  the 
world-wide  program  of  the  Lutheran 
World  Federation  in  theological 
cooperation,  world  mission,  radio 
work,  world  service,  community  de 
velopment  service,  the  special  task  in 
Latin  America,  information  and  inter- 
confessional  research. 

The  primary  purpose  of  these  reports 
is  to  give  information  in  written  form 
for  all  who  participate  in  the  Fourth 
Assembly.  It  is  our  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  reports  will  be  read  in  ad 
vance  of  our  meeting.  We  can  then 
more  intelligently  assess  the  work  of 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation,  de 
bate  the  issues  more  vigorously  and 
plan  more  effectively  for  the  future. 

We  commend  this  report  for  your 
study  and  consideration. 


Easter  1963,  Geneva,  Switzerland 


Kurt  Schmidt -Clausen,  Dr.  theol. 

Executive  Secretary  of 

The  Lutheran  World  Federation 
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I 
Church  and  Theology 


When  the  Lutheran  World  Federation  decided  at  its  1952 
Assembly  in  Hannover  to  establish  a  Department  of  Theology, 
it  did  so  in  the  conviction  that  theological  work  takes  a  leading 
place  in  service  to  the  churches.  Even  before  the  establishment 
of  a  special  Department  of  Theology,  fundamental  theological 
work  had  been  done  within  the  framework  of  the  LWF.  It 
was  intended  that  this  work  should  be  intensified  by  the  Ge 
neva  office.  The  Department  of  Theology  therefore  looks 
back  now  on  the  work  of  ten  years.  The  report  on  work  accom 
plished  must  be  evaluated  also  from  this  point  of  view.  And  the 
Assembly  in  Helsinki  will  have  to  give  its  opinion  on  whether 
the  way  which  has  been  started  is  correct  and  whether  it  should 
be  continued. 

Before  we  turn  to  the  details  of  the  report,  we  should  at 
tempt  to  sketch  the  basic  principles  which  underlie  it. 

It  is  possible  to  question  whether  the  modern  theological 
enterprise  can  actually  deal  effectively  with  the  tasks  which 
lie  before  us  with  respect  to  the  proclamation,  teaching  and 
work  of  the  Church  in  the  modern  world,  if  it  is  carried  on 
only  by  individuals.  Ultimately  it  is  not  here  a  question  of 
how  information  is  compiled,  but  a  question  of  how  this  in 
formation  may  be  integrated  into  the  unity  of  the  gospel.  In 
the  true  sense  it  is  here  a  question  of  koinonia,  of  the  deepest 
fellowship  of  the  Church  in  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel 
and  the  administration  of  the  sacraments. 

However,  can  such  a  fellowship  and  such  in  this  sense  ecu 
menical  theology  develop  out  of  a  theological  manner  of  work 
which  has  so  far  only  recognized  individual  accomplishment 
as  a  method?  Is  it  possible  that  an  individual  investigator  sets 
himself  within  the  fellowship  of  the  Church  and  tunes  his 


work  not  only  to  the  originality  of  his  contribution  but  also 
considers  that  his  theological  work  is  only  a  part  of  the  whole? 
It  is  a  matter  not  only  of  the  humble  attitude  of  the  scholar, 
it  is  much  more  a  question  of  the  experience  of  the  fellowship 
of  the  Church. 

Here  we  can  learn  from  the  history  of  the  Church.  The  con 
fessions  of  the  ancient  Church  as  well  as  the  confessional  writ 
ings  of  the  Reformation  grew  out  of  the  common  work  of 
many  theologians.  Certainly  many  individuals  also  contributed 
their  work.  But  the  results  of  individual  theological  efforts 
were  first  tested  in  the  common  group  and  then  spoken  as  a 
common  utterance.  The  Augsburg  Confession,  for  example,  is 
a  witness  to  the  fact  that  Melanchthon  in  this  instance  was  not 
promoting  his  own  theology  but  was  the  speaker  for  a  fellow 
ship  confessing  its  faith.  This  fellowship  was  also  the  primary 
element  when  the  confessions  of  the  ancient  Church  were 
agreed  upon  by  the  councils. 

Therefore  one  of  the  basic  principles  of  the  theological  work 
of  the  LWF  is  that  it  is  carried  out  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
Church.  This  is  demonstrated  both  by  its  themes  and  practical 
tasks  and  by  the  method  by  which  the  tasks  are  carried  out. 
The  emphasis  of  the  work  lies  in  the  continual  confrontation 
of  the  churches  with  each  other  and  in  mutual  exchange  of 
theological  results.  Listening  to  each  other  in  fellowship  makes 
possible  a  sharing  in  the  common  spiritual  gifts  of  the  Church. 


II 


Composition  and  Task  of 
the  Commission  on  Theology 


The  Department  of  Theology  in  the  Geneva  office  stands  in 
direct  dependence  upon  the  Commission  on  Theology  which 
determines  the  work  of  the  Department  and  supervises  it 
through  yearly  meetings.  Therefore  this  is  also  a  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Commission  on  Theology. 

Even  the  composition  of  the  Commission  gives  expression  to 
the  principle  of  encouraging  spiritual  exchange  among  all  the 
Member  Churches.  The  Commission  was  fortunate  in  being 
able  to  maintain  the  same  membership  during  the  years  1957- 
1963,  a  fact  which  was  naturally  significant  for  the  unity  and 
progress  of  the  work.  Members  of  the  Commission  during  this 
period  were:  Prof.  Dr.  Ernst  Kinder  (Miinster),  Chairman, 
Prof.  Dr.  Peter  Brunner  (Heidelberg),  Prof.  Dr.  Nils  A.  Dahl 
(Oslo),  Prof.  Dr.  Taito  Kantonen  (Springfield,  Ohio),  Profes 
sor  Jacob  Kumaresan  (Madras),  Prof.  Dr.  Regin  Prenter 
(Aarhus),  Prof.  Dr.  Karoly  Prohle  (Budapest),  Prof.  Dr.  War 
ren  A.  Quanbeck  (St.  Paul,  Minnesota). 

We  regret  to  say  that  Professor  Prohle  was  never  able  to 
take  part  in  the  Commission  meetings.  Only  infrequent  cor 
respondence  was  possible  with  him  but  in  certain  cases  by 
this  means  it  was  possible  to  obtain  his  advice  on  the  work  of 
the  Commission.  Because  of  the  great  distance  and  the  conse 
quent  high  cost  of  travel  it  was  not  possible  for  Professor 
Kumaresan  to  take  part  in  each  meeting  of  the  Commission. 
But  he  was  present  at  three  out  of  the  five  meetings  and  in 
the  other  instances  made  his  contribution  to  the  work  of  the 
Commission  by  mail. 

The  most  important  tasks  of  the  Commission  on  Theology 
were:  the  completion  of  the  assigned  studies,  the  organization 
of  theological  conferences  and  the  exchange  of  professors  and 

7 


younger  pastors.  During  this  period  our  Commission  also  took 
up  study  tasks  on  the  question  of  liturgical  life  and  thereby 
took  over  the  heritage  of  the  earlier  Commission  on  Liturgy. 
Moreover  the  Commission  helped  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
promotion  of  interconfessional  research  until  a  special  Com 
mission  for  this  purpose  was  instituted  by  the  Executive  Com 
mittee.  It  is  evident  that  the  Commission  was  given  the 
responsibility  for  a  variety  of  theological  questions.  Although 
it  was  in  one  sense  gratifying  that  the  Commission  was  ac 
corded  such  responsibility,  it  must  also  be  stated  that  the 
working  potential  of  the  Commission  is  limited.  In  the  time 
between  1957  and  1962  there  were  only  five  meetings  (Oslo 
1958,  Amsterdam  1959,  Osnabriick  I960,  Helsinki  1961, 
Vienna  1962).  Each  of  the  themes  which  were  assigned  to  the 
Commission  could  have  occupied  a  Commission  of  its  own. 
It  was  particularly  difficult  to  give  the  liturgical  questions 
sufficient  attention.  This  was  partially  due  to  the  fact  that 
because  of  Prof.  Profile's  absence,  the  Commission  lacked 
experts  in  the  field.  Therefore  it  was  necessary  to  call  in 
permanent  advisers  on  liturgical  questions.  This  was  made 
possible  through  the  generous  accommodation  of  the  German 
and  American  National  Committees.  Dr.  Karl  Ferdinand 
Miiller  and  Dr.  Edgar  S.  Brown  were  present  at  the  meetings 
of  our  Commission  and  carried  the  main  burden  of  the  work 
in  matters  of  liturgy.  It  became  clear,  however,  that  the  work 
cannot  continue  this  way  in  the  future.  For  this  reason  in  its 
meeting  in  Vienna  (1962)  the  Commission  heartily  endorsed 
the  suggestion  that  a  special  Commission  on  Worship  and 
Spiritual  life  be  established.  It  can  certainly  mean  only  an 
enrichment  of  the  fellowship  of  our  churches  if  theological 
work  is  done  in  a  number  of  Commissions  of  the  LWF. 

This  also  includes  the  other  Study  Commissions.  In  all  these 
situations  the  question  remains  how  the  Department  of 
Theology  may  be  of  service  to  the  other  Commissions  which 
also  carry  out  theological  studies.  Coordination  of  the  study 
work  will  certainly  be  necessary. 

Since  the  Department  of  Theology  is  not  only  responsible  to 
the  Commission  on  Theology  but  also  to  the  Executive  Com- 
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mittee  and  must  report  to  it,  a  suggestion  for  the  future  must 
be  made.  During  the  last  period  of  work  the  Commission  on 
Theology  has  not  been  represented  on  the  Executive  Com 
mittee.  The  rather  uncomfortable  situation  has  developed  that 
its  interests  must  be  represented  by  the  staff,  which  is  not 
always  easy.  It  would  therefore  be  desirable  that  in  the  future 
a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Theology  also  be  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee.  This  would  be  in  keeping  with 
the  significance  which  has  been  attributed  to  theological  work 
in  the  past  years. 


Ill 
Relationships  with  Member  Churches 


In  the  last  years,  coordination  and  cooperation  in  theological 
work  has  been  helped  by  the  fact  that  members  of  staff  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Member  Churches  and  their 
institutions  for  theological  education.  Through  these  visits, 
which  often  involved  giving  lectures,  it  was  possible  to  give 
information  on  the  theological  studies  of  the  Commission  on 
Theology  and  of  the  various  Member  Churches  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  receive  stimulus  for  the  continuation  of  this 
study.  So,  for  example,  the  preachers'  training  colleges  (Pre- 
digerseminare)  in  Germany  were  visited  twice  and  on  another 
occasion  lectures  were  given  at  a  meeting  of  interns  (Vikars- 
konvent).  During  two  visits  to  the  USA  several  seminaries 
were  visited  and  on  the  occasion  of  pastoral  conferences  at 
these  institutions  lectures  were  given.  At  the  invitation  of 
the  theological  faculty  of  the  University  of  Hamburg  the  Di 
rector  of  the  Department  gave  there  a  guest  lecture.  At  this 
time  he  also  visited  the  missions  academy  and  gave  a  lecture 
there.  He  also  gave  a  series  of  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Lund.  During  visits  to  Latin  America  and  Africa  he  had  the 
opportunity  to  visit  institutions  for  theological  education  on 
these  continents  and  get  a  picture  of  their  work,  problems, 
and  needs  and  open  the  appropriate  channels  for  a  more  in 
tensive  exchange.  In  1957  it  was  possible  for  him  to  travel 
to  Hungary  and  give  lectures  at  the  theological  faculty  there. 
Besides  giving  information  on  the  total  work  of  the  Lutheran 
World  Federation  and  of  the  Commission  on  Theology,  he 
gave  lectures  on  the  following  themes:  "The  Ministry  of  the 
Church",  "Creation  and  Divine  Worship",  "The  Confession 
as  an  Ecumenical  Concern",  "Constructing  Confessions  in  the 
Younger  Churches",  "What  is  'Lutheran'  Liturgy?"  "What  is 
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Theology?"  "Justification  by  Faith",  "Christian  Discipleship", 
etc.  A  number  of  seminars  were  also  held  on  the  doctrine  of 
baptism  and  on  the  study  document  "On  Justification".  Dis 
cussions  with  professors  and  students  were  of  great  signifi 
cance  for  the  intellectual  exchange  in  our  Lutheran  churches. 
These  journeys  afforded  the  opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
on  the  spot  with  problems  of  theological  education,  of 
recruiting  pastors  and  of  building  up  various  institutions  and 
to  discuss  methods  whereby  the  Department  of  Theology 
might  help  in  the  solution  of  these  problems.  One  result,  for 
example,  was  that  together  with  the  Department  of  World 
Mission  we  worked  out  two  booklists  for  the  seminaries  in 
Asia  and  Africa,  one  containing  basic  books  for  theological 
study  and  the  other  giving  literature  on  the  particular  prob 
lems  which  the  Second  All-African  Conference  assigned  to 
the  churches  for  study.  We  were  also  able  with  advice  and 
aid  to  help  in  the  purchase  of  theological  literature  for  insti 
tutions  of  theological  education  in  Africa,  Asia,  Latin  America 
and  Eastern  Europe.  Unfortunately  even  yet  there  are  too  few 
good  theological  libraries.  Theological  studies  therefore  are 
not  everywhere  abreast  of  modern  scholarship.  We  found, 
however,  great  understanding  for  these  needs  among  all  the 
working  departments  of  the  LWF  and  so  the  situation  has 
been  appreciably  improved.  Another  problem  which  is  still 
with  us  is  to  take  care  that  the  institutions  for  theological 
education  in  the  younger  churches  are  provided  with  well 
trained  young  teachers.  Although  here,  also,  much  could  be 
done,  we  still  lack  the  personnel  to  accomplish  it. 

An  important  step  forward  for  the  theological  fellowship  of 
our  churches  is  the  existence  of  regional  theological  com 
missions.  Unfortunately  there  are  so  far  only  a  few  churches 
who  have  established  such  machinery  whereby  the  theological 
work  of  our  Commission  may  be  evaluated  and  made  appli 
cable  to  the  local  situation.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
particularly  gratifying  that  precisely  the  African  churches 
decided  at  the  All-African  Conference  to  establish  local  theo 
logical  working  groups.  These  are  presently  at  work  in  var- 
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ious  parts  of  Africa  and  are  engaged  in  important  preparatory 
work  for  the  next  All-African  Conference. 

Recently  committees  have  been  established  in  other  lands 
also,  whereas  in  other  places  it  still  remains  to  be  seen  how 
the  local  groups  which  are  already  occupied  with  responsibili 
ties  for  their  own  churches  may  in  addition  take  over  functions 
from  our  Commission  on  Theology.  Even  in  these  places  the 
hope  has  been  expressed  that  the  regional  theological  com 
mittees  in  the  coming  years  might  apply  the  questions  which 
have  been  worked  out  in  our  Commission  to  the  local  cir 
cumstances  so  that  also  from  these  places  important  impulses 
for  the  common  work  of  the  churches  might  be  given.  The 
Swedish  committee,  which  recently  began  its  work,  has  cor 
rectly  emphasized  that  theological  problems  which  originate 
outside  a  given  church  may  also  have  great  significance  for 
the  internal  situation  and  enrichment  of  that  church.  Only 
through  such  a  constant  exchange  within  the  Member 
Churches  is  the  work  of  the  central  office  in  Geneva  made 
fruitful. 
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IV 

Study  Program 


The  Commission  on  Theology  received  its  tasks  from  the 
Assembly  in  Minneapolis  and  from  the  Executive  Committee: 


1.  The  Confession  in  the  Life  of  the  Church 

The  earlier  Commission  on  Theology  had  recommended  for 
assignment  to  the  new  Commission  the  theme  "The  Lutheran 
Confessions  in  their  significance  for  the  present  life  of  the 
Church".  This  suggestion  was  set  forth  as  follows: 

Even  though  the  implementation  of  the  Confessions  may  vary  in 
some  details  within  the  Member  Churches,  Lutheran  Confessions  like 
the  Augsburg  Confession  and  Luther's  Catechism  have  nevertheless  at 
least  constitutional  validity  in  all  Member  Churches.  But  have  they 
validity  in  actual  fact?  In  what  way  is  their  validity  implemented?  In 
what  way  are  their  statements  still  binding  upon  the  Church  today? 
In  considering  these  problems  and  similar  ones,  the  Commission  has 
the  impression  that  a  thorough  study  of  the  Lutheran  Confessions  is 
an  urgent  task  of  the  Commission.  This,  however,  should  not  be  un 
derstood  in  the  sense  of  a  mere  historical  investigation,  nor  in  the 
sense  of  a  mere  paraphrase  of  the  content  of  the  Lutheran  Confes 
sions;  rather,  their  concrete  application  and  actualization  in  the  theo 
logical  and  ecclesiological  situation  of  today  is  particularly  envisaged. 
The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  make  the  resources  of  the  Lutheran 
Confessions  accessible  for  the  spiritual  and  practical  decisions  which 
confront  the  Church  today.  To  prevent  this  study  from  becoming 
hopelessly  diffuse,  the  Commission  suggests  that  any  such  study  should 
be  based  on  a  definite,  central  theme.  For  example,  the  Commission 
considers  it  to  be  extraordinarily  important  that  an  investigation  be 
made  on  the  significance  of  the  teaching  of  the  Lutheran  Confessions 
on  justification  for  the  proclamation  of  the  Church  and  the  spiritual 
life  of  her  members  today.  Other  matters  which  could  be  used  in  a 
similar,  actualizing  way  are,  e.g.,  the  teaching  on  baptism,  on  the 
Lord's  Supper,  on  the  ministry  and  on  church  polity.  But  it  is  of  de- 
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cisive  importance  that  the  material  on  which  such  study  is  based  be 
concrete  and  central  and  that  it  be  applied  to  the  present  situation 
within  theology  and  within  the  Church. 

This  recommendation  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  on 
August  17,  1957,  and  was  accepted. 

This  assignment  was  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Com 
mission  on  Theology  at  its  meetings  during  the  last  years. 
A  study  volume  represents  the  first  result  of  this  work  (Das 
Bekenntnis  im  Leben  der  Kirche,  ed.  by  Vilmos  Vajta  and 
Hans  Weissgerber,  Lutherisches  Verlagshaus,  Berlin  1963  — 
English  title,  The  Church  and  the  Confessions,  Philadelphia 
1963).  The  following  is  an  outline  of  its  contents: 

In  terms  of  origin  and  development,  the  Lutheran  churches 
are  divided  into  four  types:  the  territorial  churches  (central 
and  northern  Europe);  the  minority  churches  (western  and 
eastern  Europe),  which  came  into  being  through  evangelical 
movements  without  being  bound  to  the  state;  the  immigrant 
churches  (particularly  in  America  and  Australia)  and  the  mis 
sion  churches  (in  Asia  and  Africa).  These  types  are  distinct 
from  each  other,  also  in  the  nature  of  their  subscription  to 
the  Confession.  The  Lutheran  confessional  writings  are  valid 
in  all  these  churches  but  in  different  ways.  In  terms  of  these 
different  types  of  churches,  the  study  volume  first  gives  a 
general  survey  of  the  various  relationships  of  these  churches 
to  the  Confession  with  examples  from  each  of  these  groups 
to  demonstrate  how  the  validity  of  the  confessional  writings 
appears  in  actual  practice.  The  material  includes  such  things 
as  the  relevant  sections  from  church  constitutions,  ordination 
formulae  and  other  legal  church  documents  which  are  also 
quoted  in  a  survey  manner.  A  description  of  church  practice 
is  also  included. 

The  volume  closes  with  a  systematic  evaluation.  The  main 
problems  are  isolated  and  the  various  possibilities  for  solution 
are  tested  according  to  intention  and  significance.  Special 
emphasis  is  given  to  the  confession  as  an  ecumenical  concern, 
i.e.  in  its  significance  for  making  the  unity  of  the  Church 
visible. 

Some  of  the  essays  printed  in  this  volume  were  presented  to 
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the  meetings  of  the  Commission  on  Theology  and  discussed 
there,  others  were  written  especially  for  this  volume.  It  must 
be  emphasized  that  these  studies  are  intended  to  give  impetus 
to  the  theological  work  in  the  Member  Churches,  particularly 
in  their  theological  committees  and  theological  faculties.  The 
volumes  are  contributions  to  research,  not  statements  from  the 
Commission  on  Theology.  But  precisely  such  studies  can  help 
the  discussion  of  these  questions  in  the  individual  churches, 
in  all  Lutheranism  and  in  the  whole  oekumene,  by  enriching 
and  encouraging  the  debate. 


2.  The  Doctrine  of  Justification 

Naturally  it  is  not  sufficient  simply  to  pose  the  formal 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  Lutheran  confessional  writings. 
Therefore  the  Commission  on  Theology  made  a  thorough 
investigation  and  criticism  of  the  doctrine  of  justification.  Is 
this  doctrine  even  today  the  articulus  stantis  aut  cadentis 
ecclesiae?  And  if  this  is  true,  how  is  it  to  be  interpreted  in  the 
contemporary  period?  These  questions  were  considered  from 
various  points  of  view  in  twenty-two  presentations  and  many 
discussions.  The  speakers  investigated  New  Testament,  histor 
ical  and  systematic  aspects  of  the  problem  in  roughly  equal 
proportions.  First  the  understanding  of  justification  in  the 
New  Testament  was  taken  into  consideration.  The  main 
questions  in  this  area  were:  In  what  relationship  to  each  other 
do  baptism  and  justification  by  faith  stand  in  the  New  Testa 
ment?  In  what  sense  is  the  man  who  is  baptised  at  the  same 
time  justified  and  a  sinner  according  to  the  New  Testament? 
How  is  justification  by  faith  related  to  judgment  on  the  basis 
of  works?  There  was  rather  quick  agreement  that  justification 
is  not  the  completely  dominating  theme  of  the  New  Testa 
ment.  It  is  one  of  the  pictures  which  in  the  New  Testament 
present  the  meaning  of  God's  saving  act  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Only  in  Paul  is  it  the  pattern  which  determines  the  whole 
understanding  of  the  gospel.  It  follows  directly  therefore  that 
the  doctrine  of  justification,  even  if  it  is  a  pure  exegesis,  can 
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never  claim  to  be  the  only  pure  exegesis.  Does  the  Refor 
mation  doctrine  of  justification  nevertheless  agree  with  the 
teaching  of  the  New  Testament? 
An  impartial  observation  indicates  various  differences  here: 

1 .  Justification  of  the  sinner  is  in  the  New  Testament,  partic 
ularly  in  Paul,  in  distinction  from  the  Reformers,  a  once-for- 
all  happening  that  is  tied  to  baptism.  Justification  is  equated 
with  becoming  a  believer  ("Glaubigwerden")   and  happens 
through  the  engrafting  into  the  new  people  of  the  saints,  the 
Church,  through  baptism.  This  is  an  eschatological  happen 
ing  which  is  connected  with  the  once-for-all  event  of  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Christ. 

2.  The  New  Testament  does  not  know  the  idea  of  simul 
iustus  et  peccator.  A  Christian  is  "holy"  and  not  a  "sinner". 
Although  both  Paul  and  John  deny  that  the  baptised  man  is 
completely  free  from  sin,  a  consciousness  of  sin  in  the  Ref 
ormation  sense  which  calls  for  a  permanent  posture  of  re 
pentance  is  foreign  to  them. 

3.  In  the  New  Testament  justification  appears  as  an  an 
ticipation  of  the  final  judgment.  The  baptised  man  is  directly 
certain  of  his  salvation  and  no  longer  fears  the  judgment  ac 
cording  to  works.  This  seems  very  much  distinct  from  Luther's 
trusting  despair  (getroste  Verzweil  flung). 

These  three  differences  between  the  New  Testament  and  the 
Reformers  are  closely  related.  They  express  the  basic  es 
chatological  attitude  of  the  primitive  Church:  The  new  age 
is  here,  we  live  already  in  the  last  time.  The  old  has  passed 
away.  Baptism  stands  as  the  ineradicable  borderline  between 
the  "once"  and  the  "now". 

However,  the  life  of  the  Christian  according  to  the  New 
Testament  was  not  limited  to  this  dimension.  Side  by  side  with 
the  "now"  stood  the  "not  yet"  and  Paul  in  particular  described 
the  life  of  the  baptised  in  dialectic  terms.  He  is  determined  by 
the  battle  of  spirit  against  flesh.  This  struggle  is  no  sham 
battle.  The  Christian  can  actually  here  be  defeated  and  fall 
anew  under  the  wrath  of  God.  Moreover  for  Paul,  the  life  of 
the  Christian  stands  under  the  dialectic  of  crux  and  gloria.  It 
is  part  of  the  new  life  described  in  Romans  8  that  the  Chris- 
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tians  who  have  the  first  gift  of  the  Spirit  groan  and  long  for 
sonship  and  the  redemption  of  the  body.  Their  life,  although 
it  is  determined  by  Christ,  still  stands  under  the  shadow  of 
temptation  through  the  powers  and  external  affliction.  The 
eschatological  character  of  the  new  life  is  evident,  precisely 
through  the  fact  that  it  is  a  life  of  hope,  a  life  by  faith  and 
not  by  sight.  If  you  combine  the  dialectic  of  flesh  and  spirit  on 
the  one  hand  and  that  of  crux  and  gloria  on  the  other  hand 
and  compare  it  with  Luther's  dialectic  simul  iustus  et  peccator 
then  you  recognise  that  here  as  there  the  same  matter  is  being 
discussed  although  in  different  concepts.  It  is  simply  a  matter 
of  different  emphases. 

One  should  not  however  rest  content  with  this  result.  It  is 
precisely  from  such  differences  of  emphasis  that  heresies  have 
often  arisen.  The  Reformation  doctrine  of  justification  must 
rather  be  so  interpreted  that  it  encompasses  the  fullness  of  the 
biblical  message  and  does  not  distort  it  in  a  one-sided  fashion. 

1.  Because  the  Reformation  sees  justification  above  all  as 
a  comfort  to  the  fearful  conscience,  there  is  a  danger  of  indi- 
vidualization  and  psychologizing.  In  opposition  to  this,  it  is 
important  to  rediscover  the  ecclesiological  and  heilsgeschicht- 
lich  perspective  of  the  doctrine  of  justification.  The  individual 
is  never  justified  as  an  individual  but  only  as  he  is  engrafted 
into  the  new  people  of  God,  the  Church. 

2.  The   doctrine   of   sin   must  be   thought  through   anew. 
There  is  a  difference  between  the  sin  of  the  justified  and  the 
sin  of  those  who  have  not  yet  met  Christ.  The  actuality  of 
the  Spirit  which  is  given  to  the  baptised  man  must  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Simul  iustus  et  peccator  must  not  be  so 
interpreted  as  though  the  Christian  were  saved  and  damned 
at  the  same  time. 

After  this  the  three  confessions  of  the  ancient  Church  were 
examined  in  terms  of  their  relation  to  the  New  Testament 
and  the  Reformation.  It  was  established  that  their  christology 
is  not,  as  Harnack  maintained,  a  product  of  the  Greek  spirit 
which  overpowered  and  estranged  the  biblical  thought  but 
that  it  presents  the  saving  act  of  Christ  clearly  and  purely, 
although  with  Greek  vocabulary.  The  main  concern  of  the 
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ancient  confessions  is  not  metaphysics  but  soteriology.  The 
statements  about  the  pre-existence  of  Christ  and  the  Trinity 
are  nothing  more  than  interpretations  of  the  basic  soterio- 
logical  statement  "God  was  in  Christ  for  our  salvation". 

It  is  therefore  soteriology  which  is  the  basic  motive  of  the 
New  Testament,  of  the  confessions  of  the  ancient  Church  and 
of  all  Reformation  theology.  Indeed  salvation  in  the  New 
Testament  is  both  redemption  from  existential  fallenness  and 
reconciliation  of  man  with  God.  The  ancient  Church  empha 
sized  the  christology  of  redemption  and  Reformation  theology 
emphasized  reconciliation.  It  is  not  justified  however  to  accuse 
the  Reformation  of  having  given  up  the  ontological  aspect  in 
favor  of  a  personal  interpretation.  The  christology  of  the 
ancient  Church  is  the  presupposition  of  the  Reformation 
doctrine  of  justification.  The  two  are  organically  related.  It 
is  therefore  forbidden  for  us  today  to  give  up  the  ontological 
basis  of  the  Reformation  doctrine  of  justification  and  make 
its  personal  and  actual  dimension  absolute.  To  do  this  would 
be  to  deny  the  cosmic  breadth  of  redemption.  Conversely  the 
ontology  must  not  be  given  absolute  emphasis  or  the  historical 
and  eschatological  dimension  of  salvation  will  be  lost.  In  both 
cases  the  center  of  soteriology  would  be  destroyed. 

Examination  of  the  christology  of  the  ancient  Church  indi 
cated  that  it  is  necessary,  but  also  dangerous,  that  each  age 
formulates  anew  in  its  own  language  the  message  of  salvation 
from  the  New  Testament.  This  was  confirmed  when  the 
Commission  on  Theology  turned  its  attention  to  the  doctrine 
of  justification  in  Thomas  Aquinas,  in  the  late  Middle  Ages 
and  in  Protestantism  after  the  Reformation. 

It  should  not  be  deduced  from  this,  however,  that  we  can 
today  skip  the  whole  history  of  dogma  and  go  back  directly 
to  the  New  Testament.  Christianity  in  the  course  of  history 
has  had  experiences  and  has  learned  to  see  problems  which 
were  not  present  in  the  apostolic  age.  These  new  experiences 
and  problems  were  not  chosen  by  Christianity  for  itself  but 
were  given  by  God,  and  Christianity  has  the  task  of  answering 
these  new  questions  out  of  the  New  Testament. 

The  consideration  of  the  history  of  dogma  resulted  in  a 
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double  mandate  to  reclaim  the  New  Testament  doctrine  of 
justification  in  its  whole  scope  and  to  apply  it  in  freedom. 

A  dogmatic  consideration  of  the  doctrine  of  justification 
today  must,  in  addition  to  the  New  Testament  considerations 
and  those  taken  from  the  history  of  dogma,  keep  in  mind  the 
spiritual  situation  of  the  present.  Contemporary  men,  and  not 
just  those  outside  the  Church  but  also  those  within,  have  spe 
cial  difficulties  in  understanding  the  doctrine  of  justification. 

The  whole  theological  vocabulary  suffers  from  constant 
erosion.  The  concepts  endure  today  as  in  the  16th  century  but 
they  have  been  undermined  and  in  many  cases  have  lost  form 
and  structure. 

This  is  related  to  the  fact  that  in  the  western  world  the 
number  of  conscious  atheists  is  very  small,  but  the  number 
of  practical  atheists  who  do  not  deny  the  existence  of  God, 
but  live  as  though  He  did  not  exist,  is  very  great.  In  one 
respect  this  is  particularly  noticeable:  the  life  of  contemporary 
man  no  longer  has  an  eschatological  horizon.  To  the  man 
who  lives  radically  within  this  time,  the  doctrine  of  justifi 
cation  must  appear  as  a  strange  doctrine.  True,  the  attitude 
of  modern  man  toward  existence  is  not  undisturbed.  He 
has  direct  knowledge  of  the  meaninglessness  and  insta 
bility  of  his  life.  However,  this  has  not  yet  made  him  ready 
to  accept  the  gospel  of  justification.  But  this  sense  of  being 
lost  to  the  world  may  be  interpreted  as  lostness  before  God 
which  comes  as  a  result  of  broken  fellowship  with  Him  and 
in  this  sense  may  lead  to  a  new  understanding  of  justification. 

The  members  of  the  Commission  on  Theology,  who  come 
from  many  different  countries,  were  astonished  to  discover 
that  these  characteristics  of  the  spiritual  situation  of  the  time 
are  shared  with  minor  modifications  by  the  entire  western 
world.  The  situation  imperatively  demands  a  new  interpre 
tation  of  the  Reformation  doctrine  of  justification.  How  neces 
sary  such  a  re-interpretation  is  for  the  younger  churches  who 
understand  the  formulations  of  the  16th  century  even  less 
than  the  churches  of  the  west,  was  demonstrated  by  the  con 
tributions  of  the  Indian  member  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  on  Theology  decided  that  the  presentations 
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which  were  given  should  not  be  published  in  a  symposium, 
but  should  be  published  as  individual  magazine  articles.  The 
material  would  first  have  required  expansion  and  further 
study  before  it  could  have  been  presented  as  a  unified  volume. 
The  following  articles  have  appeared: 

Lutheran  World,  June  1961,  Vol.  8,  No.  1/2:  Krister  Sten- 
dahl,  "justification  and  the  last  Judgment";  Warren  A. 
Quanbeck,  "justification  and  Baptism  in  the  New  Testament"; 
Ernst  Kinder,  "Soteriological  Motives  in  the  early  Creeds"; 
Bengt  Hagglund,  "The  Background  of  Luther's  Doctrine  of 
Justification  in  late  Medieval  Theology";  Jiirgen  Roloff,  "The 
Interpretation  of  Scripture  in  Article  4  of  Melanchthon's 
Apology  of  the  Augsburg  Confession". 

Lutheran  World,  July  1962,  Vol.  9,  No.  3:  Wilfried  Joest, 
"The  Doctrine  of  Justification  of  the  Council  of  Trent";  Nils 
A.  Dahl,  "  In  What  Sense  is  the  Baptised  Person  csimul  iustus 
et  peccator'  according  to  the  New  Testament?" 

Kerygma  and  Dogma,  Vol.  7,  No.  4:  Peter  Brunner,  "Die 
Notwendigkeit  des  neuen  Gehorsams  nach  dem  Augsburgi- 
schen  Bekenntnis"; 

Lutherische  Monatshefte,  Vol.  1,  No.  3:  Peter  Brunner, 
"Rechtfertigung  heute". 

Instead  of  a  symposium,  the  Commission  on  Theology 
has  prepared  a  study  pamphlet  with  the  title,  "On  Justifi 
cation".  Here  an  introduction  to  the  understanding  of  the 
doctrine  is  given  on  the  basis  of  the  theological  discussions  in 
the  Commission.  It  is  not  a  theological  document  in  the 
scholarly,  professional  sense.  Rather  the  attempt  was  made  to 
present  the  abiding  truth  of  the  Reformation  doctrine  of 
justification  in  such  a  manner  that  it  could  be  understood  by 
each  modern  Christian  for  whom  Christian  truth  is  not  only 
a  matter  of  feeling  and  doing  but  also  a  matter  of  thinking. 
After  a  thoroughgoing  discussion  in  the  whole  Commission, 
the  document  was  given  to  a  smaller  sub-committee  for  final 
formulation  and  preparation.  This  document,  which  is  par 
ticularly  intended  for  the  Helsinki  Assembly,  has  also  been 
sent  to  the  Member  Churches  for  more  thoroughgoing  study 
and  criticisms,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Department  of 
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Theology  to  be  worked  through  and  presented  to  the  discus 
sion  groups  at  the  Assembly.  Here  the  regional  committees 
have  the  task  of  preparing  for  the  Assembly.  We  hope,  how 
ever,  that  this  work  will  continue  beyond  the  Assembly  and 
will  promote  penetrating  theological  studies. 

The  Commission  on  Theology  originally  intended,  after  the 
basic  reconsideration  of  the  doctrine  of  justification,  to  turn 
to  the  problem  of  justification  and  the  new  life  and  therefore 
to  continue  and  deepen  the  theme  of  the  Assembly  in  Min 
neapolis.  It  became  evident,  however,  that  time  would  not 
permit  this.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary,  however,  to 
pursue  this  line  in  the  future  work  of  the  Commission. 


3.  The  Theme  of  the  Assembly 

The  Commission  on  Theology  is  also  responsible  for  preparing 
the  theme  of  the  next  Assembly.  In  this  task  it  stands  in 
constant  cooperation  with  the  Executive  Committee  which  is 
responsible  for  the  final  formulation  of  the  theme. 

In  its  meeting  in  Warsaw,  June  27 — July  1,  1961,  the  Ex 
ecutive  Committee  made  the  following  decision  on  the  theme 
of  the  Assembly: 

That  the  theme  for  the  Fourth  Assembly  of  the  Lutheran  World  Fed 
eration  be  "Christ  today".  This  theme  should  be  developed  in  such 
a  way  as  to  show  that  Christ  our  righteousness,  who  gave  His  life  for 
the  world,  continues  even  today  to  give  Himself  for  the  world  through 
the  grace  and  goodness  of  God.  He  lives  as  the  resurrected  Lord  in 
His  Church  which  cannot  keep  Christ's  life  to  itself  only  but  is  called 
to  proclaim  this  life  in  Christ  as  life  for  the  world  and  to  manifest  it 
in  the  good  works  of  Christians  as  a  life  lived  in  righteousness; 

That  a  Bible  study  be  prepared  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  to  be 
sent  to  the  Member  Churches  one  year  before  the  Assembly  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  be  studied.  The  preparation  of  such  manu 
script  shall  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Commission  on  Theology. 

It  was  further  decided  that  the  development  of  the  theme 
should  be  discussed  and  carried  out  on  the  basis  of  Ephesians 
2  with  the  suggested  following  divisions: 
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I)  "For  by  grace  you  have  been  saved  through  faith", 

II)  "for  good  works", 

III)  "One  new  man  in  place  of  two", 

IV)  "into  a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord". 

The  rather  general  theme  of  the  Assembly  is  only  under 
standable  in  light  of  the  short  development  quoted  above.  By 
this  means  the  scope  of  the  theme  is  spelled  out  in  terms  of 
justification  and  its  working  out  in  the  new  life  of  the 
Christian. 

The  Department  of  Theology  held  a  meeting  in  Hamburg 
from  October  12  to  14,  1962,  for  the  main  speakers  of  the 
Assembly  in  order  to  inform  them  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  the  Commission  on  Theology  in 
developing  the  theme  of  the  Assembly,  and  in  order  to  prepare 
the  presentations  through  cooperative  thinking.  At  this  meet 
ing,  the  themes  of  the  main  lectures  were  formulated  as  fol 
lows:  1)  Grace  for  the  World,  2)  Faith  without  Deeds,  3) 
Divided  Humanity  —  United  in  Christ,  4)  The  New  Song, 
5)  The  Lutheran  Churches  and  the  One  Church.  A  similar 
meeting  is  planned  for  the  new  year  where  the  work  of  the 
discussion  groups  of  the  Assembly  will  be  prepared.  This  has 
proven  itself  a  necessary  help  in  preparing  the  Assembly. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Bible  study  on  Ephesians  has  been 
completed  and  will  be  used  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 


4.  The  Nature  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation 

The  Commission  on  Theology  in  its  1957  meeting  at  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  decided  upon  the  following  recommendation: 

The  Commission  on  Theology  considers  it  extremely  necessary  that 
the  nature  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation,  its  goals  and  methods, 
be  thoroughly  investigated  and  explained  from  the  theological- 
ecclesiological  point  of  view.  There  still  remain  many  vaguenesses 
and  misunderstandings  in  this  area  whereby  either  admission  to  the  Lu 
theran  World  Federation  or  membership  in  it  and  cooperation  with  it 

22 


are  made  unnecessarily  difficult.  The  Commission  therefore  asks  the 
Assembly  that  a  particular  sub-committee  for  the  study  and  clari 
fication  of  this  whole  problem  be  established  within  the  framework 
of  the  future  Commission  on  Theology. 

This  recommendation  was  accepted  by  the  Assembly  and 
strongly  emphasized  in  the  discussion  which  took  place  on 
August  21,  1957,  when  Dr.  Max  Lohe,  President  of  the 
United  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Australia,  made  the 
following  proposal: 

That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  LWF  concern  itself  further 
with  the  study  of  the  organization's  constitution;  that  this  study  be 
coordinated  with  the  study  program  of  the  Commission  on  Theology 
and  the  Executive  Committee  report  to  the  next  Assembly  on  the 
result. 

This  study  which  was  assigned  to  it,  the  Commission  on 
Theology  has  not  combined  with  the  question  of  membership 
in  the  LWF,  but  has  defined  and  investigated  it  as  a  basically 
ecclesiological  problem.  Only  at  the  first  meeting  in  Oslo 
(1958)  representatives  of  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Syn 
od  were  invited.  In  addition  to  the  presentation  worked  out 
by  Professor  Robert  Fischer  of  Chicago,  in  which  the  debate 
up  to  that  time  was  summarized,  Professor  P.  Bretscher  of  St. 
Louis  made  a  presentation  in  the  name  of  the  Missouri  Synod. 
Further  work  was  determined  by  a  thorough  presentation 
made  by  Professor  Peter  Brunner  on  "The  Nature  of  the  LWF 
as  an  ecclesiological  problem".  This  essay  was  sent  to  many 
church  leaders  and  theological  professors  with  the  request  that 
they  express  their  opinions  on  it.  The  answers,  which  were  sent 
to  the  Department  of  Theology,  were  worked  through,  and 
an  evaluation  was  presented  to  the  meeting  in  Osnabriick 
I960.  It  was  then  decided  that  Professor  Brunner's  article, 
together  with  statements  by  Lutheran  theologians,  should  be 
published  in  an  issue  of  the  Lutheran  World,  Vol.  7,  No.  3, 
December  I960.  In  a  later  number,  the  opinions  of  non- 
Lutheran  theologians  were  published  (Lutheran  World,  Vol.  8, 
No.  1/2,  June  1961).  These  preparatory  studies  made  possible 
the  working  out  of  an  evaluation  by  the  Commission  on 
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Theology  in  Helsinki  1961.  After  the  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  New  Delhi  1961,  it  became  evident 
that  it  was  necessary  also  to  take  the  relationship  of  LWF  to 
the  total  ecumenical  movement  into  consideration.  With  this 
addition  the  final  evaluation  was  completed  in  Vienna  (1962). 
This  document,  which  takes  the  form  of  commentary  on  a 
number  of  articles  of  the  constitution  of  the  LWF,  was  then 
given  to  a  number  of  experts  on  church  law  for  further  evalu 
ation.  The  document  of  the  Commission  on  Theology  will  be 
presented  to  the  Assembly  in  Helsinki  and  will  be  thoroughly 
discussed  in  the  Sections  meeting  there. 


5.  The  Theology  of  the  Spiritual  Life 

The  inheritance  of  the  earlier  Commission  on  Liturgy,  as 
mentioned  above,  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Commission  on 
Theology.  The  first  task  consisted  in  evaluating  the  stocktak 
ing  of  the  liturgical  life  of  the  Lutheran  churches  which  had 
been  begun  by  the  earlier  Commission.  The  material  which 
was  available  consisted  in  liturgical  questionnaires  which  had 
been  filled  out  by  the  Member  Churches. 

It  was  unfortunately  difficult  to  manage  such  a  broad  field 
without  employing  liturgical  experts.  Since  we  would  have 
been  able  only  with  difficulty  to  get  sufficient  help,  the  prac 
tical  theological  seminary  in  Uppsala  under  the  leadership  of 
Professor  Ake  Andren  contributed  an  important  help.  Pro 
fessor  Andren  generously,  during  one  semester,  through  his 
students  and  with  the  help  of  the  completed  questionnaires 
and  the  relevant  service  books,  worked  out  a  survey  of  the 
material  and  the  problems  contained  in  it.  The  results  of  this 
work  were  presented  by  Professor  Andren  in  Osnabriick  where 
the  former  Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Liturgy,  Professor 
Mahrenholz,  was  present.  Out  of  the  great  complex  of  litur 
gical  questions,  three  were  chosen  and  recommended  for 
serious  study,  i.e.,  the  questions  of  consecration,  the  order  of 
confirmation  and  the  practice  of  blessing  things.  Dr.  Helge 
Fehn  from  Norway  was  assigned  the  task  of  working  through 
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the  problem  of  confirmation  rites.  He  presented  the  results  of 
his  work  at  the  international  seminar  on  confirmation  which 
was  sponsored  by  the  LWF  Commission  on  Education.  (His 
contribution  appeared  in  "Zur  Geschichte  und  Ordnung  der 
Konfirmation  in  den  lutherischen  Kirchen",  edited  by  K.  Fror, 
Claudius- Verlag,  Munich  1962).  The  task  of  evaluating  the 
Lutheran  liturgies  in  regard  to  consecration  was  assigned  to 
Pastor  Kjell  Bystrom  and  Pastor  Hans  Christian  Seraphim. 
The  former  has  already  begun  his  work  and  has  reported  on 
it  at  the  two  last  meetings  of  the  Commission.  It  is  a  matter 
mainly  of  the  position  of  the  Lutheran  churches  today.  The 
latter  on  the  other  hand  is  to  investigate  consecration  in  the 
history  of  liturgy  up  to  the  Reformation.  For  precisely  the 
more  recent  scholarship  has  done  much  work  in  this  area 
which  could  be  of  significance  for  evangelical  liturgy.  Finally, 
the  question  of  blessing  things  has  been  taken  up  by  the 
Commission,  and  Dr.  E.  S.  Brown,  our  consultant  from  the 
USA,  presented  two  informative  lectures  on  this  subject  at  the 
meeting  in  Vienna.  Since  an  important  area  in  the  life  of  the 
Lutheran  churches  is  here  involved,  and  since  the  work  can 
only  be  touched  upon,  the  Commission  has  recommended  that 
a  new  Commission  be  formed  which  will  concern  itself  with 
questions  of  spiritual  life  in  the  Church  and  will  carry  out 
these  important  studies. 

As  the  second  main  area  of  study,  the  Commission  on 
Theology  chose  "The  Theology  of  the  Spiritual  Life".  The 
whole  area  was  developed  in  1958  on  the  basis  of  evaluations 
by  Professor  Prohle  (published  in  Lutheran  World,  Vol.  6, 
No.  4,  March  I960),  Professor  Mahrenholz,  Bishop  Stahlin 
and  Bishop  Dietzfelbinger.  Professor  Peter  Brunner  finally 
summarized  it  as  follows: 

"It  goes  without  saying  that  the  best  liturgical  order  fails  to  fulfil 
its  purpose  when  it  is  not  fulfilled  spiritually  from  within  by  the 
congregation  and  the  pastor.  A  self -critical  observer  cannot  close  his 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  this  inwardly  fulfilled  worship  service  which  is 
carried  by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  today  generally  difficult  for  us  all,  congre 
gation  members  and  pastors.  I  need  only  refer  to  the  serious  situation 
of  church  worship  life  today.  Why  is  it,  actually,  that  worshipful 
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adoration  and  devotional  tasks  are  generally  so  difficult  for  us?  Is  a 
certain  invasion  of  the  secular  world  into  our  psyche  responsible  or 
are  not  the  reasons  even  deeper?  Must  we  not  investigate  the  implica 
tions  of  the  criticism  which  has  come  from  dialectic  theology  against 
everything  which  is  called  piety  or  pious  living?  What  is  the  situation 
finally  with  respect  to  private  devotions  in  the  home?  Should  a  re 
sponsible  shepherd  try  to  establish  in  a  congregation  that  a  small  group 
goes  daily  to  matins  and  vespers  in  the  church  or  that,  in  as  many 
homes  as  possible,  family  devotions  are  held?  What  are  the  bases  of 
the  difficulties  which  today  stand  in  the  way  of  actualizing  a  living, 
committed  devotional  life  in  our  congregations  and  among  individual 
Christians?  Can  we  not  today  observe  a  deep-seated  uncertainty  in  the 
area  of  lived  piety?  For  many  the  vehicle  of  a  pietistic  awakening 
type  of  religiousness,  one  of  the  last  great  forms  of  piety  in  Protes 
tantism,  has  been  irrevocably  broken.  What  will  come  to  take  its 
place?  A  vacuum?  Or  a  deliberately  religionless  or  even  non-pious 
style  of  life  in  a  deliberately  secular  profanity?  On  the  other  side,  is 
there  developing  in  the  Lutheran  churches  too  a  particular  type  of 
'high  church'  piety  which  expresses  itself  in  attendance  at  daily  wor 
ship  service  (daily  Communion)?  Are  many  evangelical  Christians  in 
uncertainty  and  doubt  with  respect  to  their  piety  and  inner  spiritual 
life?  Does  not  this  unclear  inner  situation  perhaps  suggest  the  for 
mula:  Pietism  or  the  high-church  movement?  Is  it  not  possible 
through  consideration  and  theological  pondering  of  spiritual  expe 
riences  to  be  of  help  here?  In  terms  of  the  important  problems  which 
have  been  discussed  here,  has  not  theology  neglected  an  important 
task  both  from  the  dogmatic  and  from  the  practical-ethical  point  of 
view?  Is  not  a  theologia  vitae  spiritualis  a  pressing  necessity?  Should 
the  solution  of  this  task  be  left  to  the  Anglican  or  Roman  Catholic 
while  Lutheran  theology  is  silent  here  where  the  early  Protestant 
fathers  did  such  outstanding  work  in  this  area?"  ("Informationsblatt 
fur  die  Gemeinden  in  den  niederdeutschen  lutherischen  Landeskir- 
chen",  vol.  7,  No.  18.) 


In  I960  Dr.  Helge  Brattgard  (Goteborg,  Sweden)  gave  a 
lecture  under  the  title,  "The  Crisis  of  Piety",  (printed  in 
Lutheran  World,  Vol.  8,  No.  1/2  June  1961).  The  deliber 
ations  of  the  Commission  then  crystallized  in  such  a  way  that 
the  question  of  the  prayer  of  the  congregation,  of  the  family, 
and  of  the  individual  were  thoroughly  considered.  Dr.  K.  F. 
Miiller  gave  an  introductory  lecture  in  this  area  in  1961  which 
was  supplemented  through  Professor  Beintker's  study  "Con 
cerning  the  Lutheran  doctrine  of  Prayer".  These  preparatory 
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studies  made  it  possible  for  the  Commission  to  work  out  and 
present  to  the  Assembly  the  document  "Prayer  in  the  Life  of 
the  Congregation".  It  is  a  companion  study  to  the  1957  guide 
to  the  construction  of  main  worship  services.  This  study  is  also 
intended  as  an  inducement  to  further  work  in  the  regional 
committees. 


6.  Church  and  Altar  Fellowship 

The  question  of  altar  fellowship  plays  a  leading  role  in  the 
contemporary  ecumenical  discussion.  For  the  Lutheran  church, 
however,  this  problem  poses  the  whole  question  of  church 
fellowship.  Far  reaching  difficulties  have  revealed  themselves 
both  in  the  common  life  of  the  Lutheran  churches  among 
themselves  and  in  relations  with  non-Lutheran  churches.  It 
may  be  observed  that  the  Lutheran  churches  themselves  have 
many  different  practices  at  this  point.  Unfortunately,  up  until 
now  there  has  been  no  survey  collection  of  documents  which 
are  relevant  to  this  question.  The  late  Professor  Elert  urged 
the  collection  of  these  documents  within  the  context  of  the 
Lutheran  churches  so  that  they  could  be  turned  over  to  our 
churches  and  to  the  whole  oekumene  for  thorough  study. 

The  work  has  progressed  to  the  point  where  we  have  been 
able  to  publish  the  first  study  volume  on  altar  fellowship  in 
the  Lutheran  churches,  Church  in  Fellowship  (Augsburg 
Publishing  House,  1963).  The  first  volume  contains  the  rel 
evant  material  for  Europe  and  North  America.  It  is  planned 
to  publish  material  from  the  other  continents  later.  The  es 
says  on  Germany,  Scandinavia  and  North  America  present  an 
historical  introduction  after  which  the  documents  either  in 
full  or  in  relevant  excerpts  are  quoted  and  interpreted.  The 
German  version  contains  both  the  original  texts  and  a 
translation,  whereas  the  English  version  prints  the  text  only  in 
English.  A  Swedish  version  is  also  planned,  which  will  present 
the  Scandinavian  material  in  translation.  The  three  authors 
collaborating  in  this  volume  are:  Pastor  Johannes  Meister 
(Sommersdorf,  Germany),  Pastor  Carl  Henrik  Lyttkens  (Upp- 
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sala,  Sweden),  Professor  Fred  W.  Meuser  (Columbus,  Ohio). 
The  Director  of  the  Department  of  Theology  gives  finally 
a  systematic  evaluation  of  the  materials  in  the  book  under  the 
title  "The  Unity  of  the  Church  and  Celebration  of  Holy  Com 
munion".  Unfortunately,  it  proved  impossible  to  get  suf 
ficiently  complete  materials  for  the  Lutheran  minority 
churches  of  Europe  and  the  Baltic  countries  these  churches 
to  be  represented  in  separate  essays.  Instead  of  this,  the 
available  material  was  worked  into  the  systematic  evaluation. 
The  planning  and  production  of  this  volume  was  undertaken 
in  the  hope  of  giving  our  Lutheran  churches  assistance  in 
evaluating  their  own  positions  and  in  studying  this  question 
deeply.  These  studies  are  also  intended  to  give  impetus  to  the 
ecumenical  conversation.  This  study  volume  on  the  question 
of  altar  fellowship  should  have  particular  significance  precisely 
in  view  of  the  world  conference  for  Faith  and  Order  in 
Montreal.  Naturally  these  studies  do  not  represent  the  official 
judgment  of  the  Commission  on  Theology  any  more  than  the 
essays  gathered  together  in  the  study  volume  on  the  Confes 
sion. 


7.  Literature  Survey 

The  Literature  Survey,  a  review  of  new  theological  pub 
lications,  has  been  edited  by  the  Department  of  Theology 
since  1956.  It  appeared  first  as  a  supplement  to  Lutheran 
World,  the  magazine  of  the  LWF.  In  1962  it  was  unified 
with  the  book  review  section  of  the  Lutheran  World  and  has 
been  continued  since  that  time  as  an  integral  part  of  the  mag 
azine.  In  its  new  expanded  form  the  Literature  Survey  con 
tains  not  only  informative  book  sketches  as  formerly,  but  also 
longer  critical  book  reviews  of  a  few  particularly  important 
new  publications. 

The  Literature  Survey,  which  between  1957  and  1962  pub 
lished  notices  of  about  700  books,  endeavors  to  present,  as 
soon  as  possible  after  its  appearance,  Protestant  theological 
literature  as  far  as  it  is  of  significance  for  preaching  and 
research.  It  also  reviews  the  most  relevant  Catholic  and  Ortho- 
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dox  literature.  All  languages  are  represented  but  the  greatest 
number  of  the  books  are  German,  English  or  Scandinavian 
publications. 


8.  The  Early  History  of  the  LWF 

The  lack  of  clarity  about  the  historical  background  of  our  organ 
ization  has  become  more  and  mose  evident  in  the  work  of  the 
LWF  during  the  last  years,  since  this  period  constitutes  a 
very  significant  section  of  the  history  of  the  Lutheran  churches. 
It  would  without  a  doubt  be  very  important  to  throw  light  on 
the  origin  and  nature  of  Lutheran  cooperative  work.  Partic 
ularly  the  predecessor  of  the  LWF,  the  Lutheran  World  Con 
vention,  has  not  yet  been  the  object  of  historical  investigation. 
A  part  of  the  source  materials  on  the  proceedings  of  its  As 
semblies,  on  studies  and  on  the  correspondence  of  its  leading 
personalities  has  not  yet  been  found.  Through  the  short  term 
employment  of  an  archivist  at  LWF  headquarters,  at  least  the 
material  at  hand  as  well  as  the  material  in  Hannover  and  Co 
penhagen  was  surveyed  and  catalogued,  but  year  by  year  it 
will  become  more  difficult  to  write  a  summary  history  of  the 
development  in  that  cooperative  work  among  the  Lutheran 
churches  which  finally  led  to  the  foundation  of  the  LWF. 

An  early  history  of  the  LWF  should  include  a  short  survey 
of  the  two  main  streams  of  Lutheran  cooperative  work,  that 
is  in  Europe  and  North  America.  From  the  second  half  of 
the  previous  century,  the  Ev  an  gelisch -Luther  is  che  Kirchen- 
konferenz  held  meetings  to  which  later  also  the  Scandinavian 
countries  and  representatives  of  other  Lutheran  churches  of 
Europe  were  invited. 

On  the  other  hand  is  the  development  which  in  the  United 
States  led  to  the  foundation  of  the  National  Lutheran  Council, 
an  important  cooperating  member  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Lutheran  World  Convention  shortly  after  the  first  World 
War  (founded  1923  in  Eisenach).  Important  scholarly  work 
could  be  done  in  this  area. 

These  plans  were  made  by  the  Commission  on  Theology  in 
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the  year  1958  and  approved  in  the  same  year  by  the  Executive 
Committee.  However,  until  the  present  day  this  undertaking 
has  made  no  progress.  This  is  solely  because  the  personalities 
who  first  offered  their  cooperation  were  later  prevented  from 
carrying  out  the  project.  So  the  work  was  postponed  because 
many  other  projects  of  investigation  had  to  be  completed  be 
fore  the  Helsinki  Assembly.  The  present  Commission,  howev 
er,  recommends  that  its  successor  take  up  this  work  and  have 
it  carried  out  by  a  qualified  scholar.  It  must  be  emphasized 
that  this  is  a  task  for  a  historian  and  should  not  become  prop 
aganda  for  LWF.  It  would  seem  best  that  emphasis  be  laid 
mainly  on  beginnings  and  that  the  time  after  1948  not  be 
dealt  with. 
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V 

Conferences 


1.  The  Second  International  Congress  for  Luther  Research 

At  the  invitation  of  the  theological  faculty  of  the  University, 
the  second  international  congress  for  Luther  studies  took  place 
from  August  8-12,  I960,  in  Minister,  Germany.  Professor 
Kooiman,  the  President  of  the  Congress,  greeted  approx 
imately  100  Luther  scholars  from  all  over  the  world.  Be 
sides  the  Europeans,  who  were  most  strongly  represented, 
there  were  also  24  Americans  and  representatives  from  Ar 
gentina,  India  and  Indonesia.  The  Rector  of  the  University  of 
Minister  and  Dr.  Fry,  President  of  the  Lutheran  World  Feder 
ation,  brought  greetings.  The  University  and  the  city  of 
Miinster  paid  great  attention  to  the  congress,  and  radio,  tel 
evision  and  daily  newspapers  carried  accounts  of  it. 

The  main  lectures  were  concerned  with  biographical  as  well 
as  theological  aspects  of  the  relationship  between  Luther  and 
Melanchthon.  This  was  appropriate,  since  the  conference  took 
place  during  the  year  of  the  400th  anniversary  of  Me- 
lanchthon's  death.  The  lectures  were  published  under  the  title 
Luther  und  Melanchthon  by  Vandenhoeck  &  Ruprecht  in 
Gottingen  (1961,  198  p,  DM  17.50)  and  Luther  and  Me 
lanchthon  (Muhlenberg,  Philadelphia)  1961. 

The  initiative  of  the  LWF  in  such  an  undertaking  was  greet 
ed  in  the  whole  theological  world  because  here  Luther 
scholars  of  all  nationalities  and  churches  were  given  the  op 
portunity  for  fruitful  exchange.  Particularly  the  younger  gen 
eration,  which  was  rather  heavily  represented,  was  very 
appreciative  of  the  impetus  received  at  this  meeting.  Also  the 
scholars  who  are  busy  with  the  translation  of  Luther's  works 
into  French,  Spanish,  Japanese  etc.,  profited  from  this  en 
counter. 
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The  next  congress  of  this  sort  is  planned  for  1965.  In 
vitations  have  been  received  from  England  and  America.  The 
Commission  on  Theology  will  make  recommendations  on  this 
matter  to  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  appropriate  time. 


2.  Theological  Conferences 

During  the  years  on  which  we  are  reporting,  theological  pas 
toral  conferences  have  taken  place  each  summer  in  Germany 
and  England,  having  been  planned  by  the  Department  of 
Theology  in  cooperation  with  local  authorities.  The  English 
conference  has  always  been  held  in  Oxford.  The  German 
meetings  have  taken  place  in  Berlin,  Neuendettelsau,  Bad 
Boll,  Alexandersbad  and  on  the  Hesselberg.  In  1961,  in 
contrast  to  the  previous  years,  it  was  impossible  for  political 
reasons  to  hold  the  meeting  in  Berlin  in  its  intended  form. 
However,  in  1962,  two  parallel  meetings  were  conducted  in 
Berlin.  The  conferences  took  place  under  the  following  gen 
eral  themes:  Scripture  in  the  life  of  the  Church  (1958);  The 
Formative  and  Divisive  Significance  for  the  Church  of  the 
Doctrine  of  Justification  (1959);  The  Confession  and  the 
Future  of  the  Church  (I960);  The  Worship  Service  of  the 
Church  (1961);  The  Church  between  Congregation  and 
Oekumene  (1962).  At  the  English  conference,  the  majority 
of  the  Lutheran  pastors  in  Great  Britain  always  participated 
and  this  regular  meeting  for  common  theological  work  led 
gradually  to  a  growing  together  of  the  various  Lutheran 
groups  in  this  land.  At  the  German  conferences  not  only  the 
pastors  from  the  Lutheran  territorial  churches  took  part,  but 
also  Lutherans  from  the  union  churches  and  the  neighboring 
minority  churches. 

Besides  stimulating  work  on  a  particular  relevant  theological 
theme,  the  conferences  are  intended  to  make  possible  exchange 
between  the  various  churches.  The  staff  of  the  conferences 
has  always  had  an  international  character  and  in  addition  to 
the  lectures  and  discussions,  reports  from  the  life  of  the  in 
dividual  churches  and  of  the  LWF  have  always  been  given. 
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In  the  years  since  the  last  Assembly,  three  conferences  for 
Lutheran  minority  churches  in  Europe  were  held:  1958  Gdy 
nia  (Poland);  1959  in  Hohrodberg  (France)  and  1962  in 
Maribor  (Jugoslavia).  The  Department  of  Theology  advised 
the  Department  of  World  Service  who  sponsored  these  con 
ferences. 

Since  1959  the  American  National  Committee  has  regularly 
brought  well-known  theological  teachers  from  Europe,  par 
ticularly  from  Germany,  to  the  USA  in  order  that  they  may 
give  guest  lectures  to  pastoral  conferences  and  theological 
seminaries.  This  program  serves  the  same  purpose  as  the 
theological  conferences  in  Germany  and  England. 

As  it  had  done  in  connection  with  the  Tranquebar  Jubilee  in 
1956,  the  Department  of  Theology  organized  pastoral  confer 
ences  for  the  Indian  Lutheran  churches  in  connection  with  the 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  New  Delhi, 
1961.  Lutheran  delegates  who  travelled  to  New  Delhi  spoke 
at  meetings  in  Madras,  Ranchi  and  Rajahmundry. 
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VI 

Scholarship  and  Research  Program 


Since  1957,  in  the  framework  of  the  exchange  program  of  the 
Department  of  Theology,  about  110  young  theologians  who 
had  completed  their  studies  at  home  were  given  scholarships 
for  foreign  study.  They  came  from  18  lands  (Ethiopia,  Argen 
tina,  Australia,  Brazil,  Canada,  Denmark,  Germany,  Finland, 
France,  India,  Iceland,  Yugoslavia,  Holland,  Poland,  Sweden, 
South  Africa,  USA  and  Venezuela)  and  were  received  by  11 
countries  (Denmark,  Germany,  England,  Finland,  France, 
India,  Italy,  Austria,  Sweden,  Switzerland  and  USA). 

This  program  has  proven  to  be  one  of  the  most  fruitful  forms 
of  exchange  between  the  churches.  Indeed  a  number  of 
churches,  particularly  the  Scandinavian,  could  contribute  more 
people  to  this  program  and  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the 
churches  make  greater  use  of  the  experience  of  their  exchange 
students. 

Within  the  framework  of  the  exchange  program  of  the  De 
partment  of  Theology,  9  guest  professorships  were  financed 
during  the  period  on  which  we  are  reporting.  The  professors 
came  from  Germany,  the  Camerouns,  Sweden,  South  Africa 
and  the  USA  and  served  in  Argentina,  Australia,  Germany, 
India  and  Japan  and  Tanganyika.  The  need  for  guest  profes 
sors  in  the  younger  churches  will  be  even  greater  in  the  com 
ing  years.  It  has  however  already  become  difficult  to  find 
qualified  people. 

The  program  of  research  made  it  possible  in  the  first  place 
to  complete  the  study  assignments  of  the  Commission  on 
Theology  and  above  all  to  complete  the  two  study  volumes 
on  the  confession  and  on  altar  fellowship.  Along  with  these 
however,  a  number  of  projects  were  financed  for  the  Com 
mission  on  Stewardship  and  Congregational  Life,  the  Com- 
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mission  on  Education  and  the  Special  Commission  on  Inter- 
Confessional  Research  (particularly  at  the  beginning  of  its 
work).  Moreover,  help  was  given  for  the  Congress  for  Luther 
Research,  for  the  theological  conferences  mentioned  above, 
and  for  the  translation  of  Luther's  works  into  Japanese,  a 
Pakistani  language,  and  Spanish. 
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VII 

Staff 


Also  in  the  period  since  the  Assembly  in  Minneapolis,  the 
work  of  the  Department  of  Theology  has  been  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Vilmos  Vajta,  who  has  been  given  an  as 
sistant.  Up  to  September  30,  1958,  Dr.  Hans  Weissgerber 
held  this  position.  His  successor  was  Pastor  Jiirgen  Roloff, 
who  left  the  work  on  March  31,  1961.  Since  July  1, 

1961,  Pastor  Jorg  Rothermundt  has  been  the  assistant.  On  the 
basis  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Commission  on  Theology, 
the  Executive  Committee,  at  its  meeting  in  Warsaw  in  1961, 
created  the  position  of  Assistant  Director.  Pastor  Peter  L. 
Kjeseth  from  the  USA  was  called  to  this  position  for  June  1, 

1962.  Between  I960  and  1963  two  research  assistants  have 
been  working  in  the  Department  of  Theology,  James  Wente, 
Cand.  theol.  (USA)  and  Pastor  Kjell  Bystrom  (Sweden). 

The  theological  work  has  continued  to  develop  in  the  past 
years  within  the  framework  of  the  LWF  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
has  increased  in  significance  in  the  life  of  the  Member 
Churches. 

A  number  of  projects  which  have  been  worked  on  for  sev 
eral  years  are  now  coming  to  a  conclusion,  others  will  need 
to  be  continued.  It  now  depends  upon  the  churches  themselves 
whether  the  work  which  has  been  completed  can  bear  fruit. 
We  want  to  present  this  report  to  the  Assembly  with  the  hope 
that  our  churches  will  allow  themselves  to  be  instructed  in  the 
fellowship  of  the  Holy  Spirit  through  the  faith  of  their 
brethren.  Then  in  the  future  it  will  continue  to  be  worth  while 
to  carry  on  real  theologia,  glorification  of  the  name  of  God, 
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also  through  our  theological  research  work  and  the  exchange 
of  its  results.  For  in  this,  the  fellowship  of  the  whole  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  on  earth  is  served. 


VILMOS    VAJTA 

Director 

Department  of 

Theology 


Documents  and  Reports  for  the  Fourth  Assembly 
of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation 


1.  Circular  No.  1  (April  10,  1962)  to  the  National  Committees,  Member 
Churches  and  Recognized  Congregations  of  the  LWF 

2.  Information  Bulletin  No.  1  to  Delegates  and  Official  Visitors 

3.  Study  Document  on  Justification 

4.  Study  Document  on  the  Nature  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation 

5.  Information  Bulletin  No.  2  to  Delegates  and  Official  Visitors 

6.  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee 

7.  Report  of  the  Department  of  Theology 

8.  Polyglot  Text  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  (in  English,  German, 
Swedish  and  Finnish) 

9.  Study   Document   of   the   Commission   on   Theology   on   Prayer   in   the 
Life  of  the  Congregation 

10.  Report  of  the  Special  Commission  on  Inter-Confessional  Research 

11.  Report  of  the  Department  of  World  Mission 

12.  Report  of  the  LWF  Broadcasting  Service:  Radio  Voice  of  the  Gospel 

13.  Report  of  the  Department  of  World  Service 

14.  Report  of  the  Community  Development  Liaison  and  Validation  Service 

15.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Latin  America 

16.  Report  of  the  Commission  on  Education 

17.  Report  of  the  Commission  on  Inner  Missions 

18.  Report  of  the  Commission  on  Stewardship  and  Congregational  Life 

19.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Student  Work 

20.  Report  of  the  Commission  on  International  Affairs 

21.  Report  of  the  News  Bureau 

22.  Report  of  Lutheran  World  /  Lutherische  Rundschau 

23.  Report  on  Structure  and  Function  of  the  LWF 

24.  Rules  of  Procedure  for  Fourth  Assembly 

25.  Who's  Who  (list  of  official  participants:  in  English  only) 

26.  Assembly  Manual 

27.  Presidential  Address 

28.  Grace  for  the  World  (main  lecture  by  Prof.  Gloege) 

29.  Faith  without  Deeds?   (main  lecture  by  Dr.  Brattgard) 

30.  Divided  Humanity  —  United  in  Christ  (main  lecture  by  Prof.  Waris) 

31.  The  New  Song  of  Praise  (main  lecture  by  Prof.  Lumbantobing) 

32.  The  One  Church  and  the  Lutheran  Churches  (main  lecture  by 
Prof.  E.  Clifford  Nelson) 

These  materials  are  appearing,  in  most  instances,  in  three  languages  — 
German,  English  and  one  of  the  Scandinavian  languages.  Note:  Documents 
Nos.  27 — 32  will  be  distributed  at  the  Assembly. 
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